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‘Hatred is Sacred’, 
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Says Syrian Minister of Education, Suleyman Al-Khash 

(May 1968) 
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“The hatred which we indoctrinate into the minds of our children from their birth 
is sacred.” 

(from a letter sent by the Syrian Minister of Education, Suleyman Al-Khash, 
to M. Ren6 Maheu, Director-General of Unesco, and reproduced in‘A-Thaura’ 
Ba’ath party organ, Damascus, 3 May 1968) 
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Schooling for Hatred 


A twelve-year-old child in Egypt, doing his exercise in Arabic grammar, may 
use the sentence: ‘The Arabs do not cease to act for the extermination of Israel.’ 

In Syria, a ten-year-old is asked to analyze the syntax of: ‘We shall expel 
all the Jews from the Arab countries.’ 

Attacks on Israel and Zionism have long been a staple feature of Arab li¬ 
terature, press and radio. The cry to wipe out Israel is unhappily the common 
denominator of Arab thoughts, dreams and deeds. Even so, school textbooks, 
one would have hoped, might be a different matter. Must the extremist utter¬ 
ances of Arab leaders be echoed in primers? What prospect of peace can there 
be for the new generations in the Middle East if youngsters in Jordan are asked 
to develop the theme: ‘Israel was born to die. Prove it!’? Or if, in concluding 
a lesson in history, a Jordanian textbook says: ‘So you boys and girls must 
cling to the slogan—“Israel must be destroyed”.’ 

Hate is nurtured deliberately, and directed assiduously to conditioning the 
child against the concept that the man — or the child — on the other side of 
the border is a normal human being like himself. 

At an exhibition held in Khan Yunis in the then Egyptian-controlled Gaza 
Strip were drawings that showed Israeli soldiers and civilians attacking Arab 
women. The place of the exhibition—a school for girls!! 

Israelis are described in Arab textbooks not as a nation among other nations 
but as ‘the scum of the nations with nothing in common between them’. 

A Unesco handbook for the improvement of textbooks and teaching materials 
as aids to international understanding, published in Paris in 1949, proposed 
a set of analytical principles and evaluative criteria. It put such questions as 
these: Are words and phrases which develop prejudice, misunderstanding and 
conflict avoided?—Are the same standards of scholarship, justice and morality 
applied to other nations and groups as to one's own?—Are minority groups, 
other races, nations and nationalities treated fairly and justly?—Is due re¬ 
presentation and recognition given to their contribution? 

A questionnaire was presented to all States concerned to establish how far 
these standards were in fact applied. Egypt, Syria and Jordan answered (sec 
Primary School Textbooks: Preparation , Selection , Use , XXII International 
Conference on Public Education, Geneva 1959. Unesco, Paris) that the com¬ 
mittees appointed for the purpose ensured that the textbooks did not contain 




















'any harmful element , notably in connection with religion ’ (Egypt, ibid., p. 223), 
or ‘ anything which could impair international, racial , social or religious under¬ 
standing ’ (Syria, /7>/V/., p. 225), or passages likely to harm international 
or religious understanding ’ (Jordan, ibid., p. 156). 

Mow, in reality, do these textbooks treat Jews and Judaism? Hate and enmity 
are fanned and fed by fantastic tales of Jewish crimes and characteristics, of 
sinister aspects of the Jewish religion—‘the only religion which has made a 
tenet of espionage’ (Jordan)—and of its biblical history. Even the God of Israel 
does not escape slander and vilification: ‘He is blood-thirsty, fickleminded, 
harsh and greedy, He is pleased with imposture and deceit’ (Jordan). 

Islamic religious books and traditions are enlisted for the foul campaign. 

The technique is this. The author cites some anti-Jewish passage from 
the classical Islamic literature and embroiders it with a supplement like: 
‘The Jews of our time are the descendants of the Jews who harmed the Prophet 
(Muhammad)’ Or: ‘The Prophet enlightened us about the right way to treat 
them... we today must follow this way and purify Holy Palestine from their filth...’ 
‘Jihad’, holy war, is a frequent expression in these rantings. 

The Jews are portrayed as people who live in darkness, cowards, disliking 
all who live in peace, despised and corrupted. A Jordanian author uses this 
portrayal to explain the persecution of the Jews of Europe. 

‘The Palestinian Problem’ is a book written by Dhikan al-Hindawi, Minister 
of Education in Jordan (1964-67). In the chapter entitled ‘Aims and Methods 
of Zionism’, he devotes much space to quotations from the ‘ Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion", a vicious anti-Jewish forgery about an alleged world Jewish 
conspiracy. Even this clumsy fabrication—exploded authoritatively long ago, 
and again and again, for what it is—is not enough for him. He adds his own 
interpretation and conclusions: 

‘ The Zionists use the spread of corruption and decay as an objective and 
as a means; precedents for this were found in the Bible....’ 

‘Zionism exploits references to espionage in the Bible in order to trans¬ 
form espionage into a so-called religious service.’ 

And, preposterously: 

‘Beria, a former Minister of the Interior of the USSR, ... did not spy for 
the USA or England but for the purposes of World Zionism.’ 

The material cited below—and it is only a fraction of what could be adduced— 
was taken from textbooks printed by the Ministries of Education in Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan between 1963 and 1967; the ministerial seal appears on the 
covers. 
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United Arab Republic 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 

HIGH SCHOOL READER 
for third-year high school 

(Names of four authors) 

Printing rights reserved to the Ministry 
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‘O Mother of Israel’ 

O mother of Israel! Dry your tears, your children’s blood which is being spilled 
in the desert will produce naught but thorn and wormwood. Wipe off your 
blood, o mother of Israel, have mercy and spare the desert your filthy blood, 
o mother of Israel. Remove your slain, for their flesh has caused the ravens 
bellyache and their stink causes rheum. Cry, o mother of Israel, and wail. 
Let every house be the Wailing Wall of the Jews. Let it be under every fence 
(p. 163) 
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The Ministry of Education and Instruction 
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GRAMMAR 



for first-year junior high school 

(£1 (jji* \ 

(Names of four authors) 

Ju-jc if. 

Printing rights reserved to the Ministry 
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A Grammar Exercise 

The Arabs do not cease to act for the extermination of Israel, (p. 244) 


Copyright reserved to the Ministry 
of Education and Instruction (Syria) 

THE ARAB HOMELAND AND ITS 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 


for third-year junior high school 


By a group of scholars 

The Cooperative Printing House 
1963—1964 




‘Strangle Israel, Throw Her Into the Sea’ 

Carrying out the unity of the countries of the Arab homeland will provide 
them with the strongest possible weapon enabling them to restore the stolen 

right, to strangle Israel, to tear her ambitions to pieces and throw her into the 
sea. (p. 64) 
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The caption says: The Arabs hurl the Zionist gangs to a place of no return. 
(Ibid., p. 63) 
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‘Extermination is a Prerequisite’ 

Israel exists today in the heart of the Arab homeland. Its extermination is 
a prerequisite for the preservation of Arabism and the renaissance of the Arabs. 
(Ibid., p. 26) 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 
Department for School Curricula 
and Textbooks 

GLANCES AT ARAB SOCIETY 
for first-year high school 
(Names of four authors) 

1964 

Printed by the Ministry of Education 
and Instruction in the Arab Legion 
Printing House 
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Prove It! 

‘Israel was born to die.’ Prove it! (p. 117) 
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‘Like Carthage, Israel Must be Destroyed’ 

Thus Israel was born and thus the malignant cancer came to infect the Arab 
Homeland. King Abdullah (grandfather of King Hussein) called it 4 a cataract 
in the eye, a thorn in the living flesh, and a bone in the throat’. Like the cry of 
Cato, the famous Roman orator, ‘Carthage must be destroyed’, so you Arab 
boys and girls must cling to the slogan ‘Israel must be destroyed’. (Ibid., p. 106) 
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SALEM IN THE BATTLEFIELD 


(On the first page and on the back cover 
appear the place of publication—Egypt, 
and the year—1963) 


The Ministry of Education and Instruction 

for third year junior high school 
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Israel—‘Asylum for Criminals’ 

And every Jew who committed a crime somewhere and wished to escape from 
the hands of the law hurried to Palestine... Salem said: ‘Are not the Jews who 
stole our land the scum of the nations with nothing in common between them?’ 
(P- 15) 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 
Department for School Curricula 
and Textbooks 


MODERN ARAB LIISTORY 
for the sixth-year junior school 


(Names of three authors) 




The Greatest Arab Aspiration 

In 1964, following the growing Zionist danger, the President of the U.A.R. 
called upon the leaders of the Arab countries to hold an Arab Summit Con¬ 
ference to deal with the danger. All the Arab nations responded to the call, 
and King Hussein was the first to respond. The conference convened in 1964 
and formulated a comprehensive plan for the fulfilment of the greatest Arab 
aspiration: the extermination of Israel, (p. 156) 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 
Department for School Curricula 
and Textbooks 

MODERN WORLD HISTORY 
for third-year junior high school 


(Names of four authors) 

1966 

Printed on account of 
the Ministry of Education and Instruction 




Persecution in Europe Justified 

The Jews in Europe were persecuted and despised because of their corruption, 
meanness and treachery, (p. 150) 
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Copyright reserved to the 
Ministry of Education 

ISLAMIC TEACHING 

for sixth-year elementary school 
Part Four 

(Names of two authors) 
1966—1967 

(Syrian State Seal on back cover) 




‘They Dislike People Living in Peace’ 

The Jews always and everywhere dislike people living in peace, since their rule 
and domination over others depend on the existence of anarchy, division and 
contention, (p. 169) 
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The colour reproductions are from an exhibition found in a girls' school at Khan Yunis. 
P. 15: Arab soldier tramples on Israel. P. 16-17: Israelis attacking Arab women . 


Egyptian State Seal 

The Ministry of Education and Instruction 

RELIGIOUS TEACHING 
Part One 

for first year of secondary stage 


(Names of six authors) 


Cairo 

1964 




‘These Verses Warn You. ..’ 

V The j eW s, more than others, incline to rebellion and disobedience. These 
verses warn you against the Jews. Explain itl (p. 119) 
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P. 18 {top ): The dream of Israel's destruction . Map is captioned : The Final Return. 
{Bottom ): Children taking part in the slaughter. 


Copyright reserved to the Ministry 
of Education and Instruction (Syria) 

THE RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES 
READER 

for second-year junior high school 


By a group of scholars 


The Cooperative Printing House 
Damascus 
1963—1964 
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‘Enemies of Mankind’ 

The Jews are scattered to the ends of the earth, where they lived exiled and 
despised, since by their nature they are vile, greedy and enemies of mankind, 
by their nature they were tempted to steal a land as asylum for their disgrace, 
(p. 138) 
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(Egyptian State Seal) 

The Ministry of Education and Instruction 


ARABIC ISLAMIC HISTORY 

for third-year teacher training 
(five-year programme) 

(Names of two authors) 

The Arab Socialist Union 
The People’s Printing House 




‘They Will Not Live Save in Darkness’ 

The Jews are always the same, every time and everywhere. They will not live 
save in darkness. They contrive their evils clandestinely. They fight only when 
they arc hidden, because they are cowards, (p. 47) 
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The Prophet Showed Us the Way’ 

The Prophet enlightened us about the right way to treat them (the Jews), 
and succeeded finally in crushing the plots that they had planned. We today 
must follow this way and purify Holy Palestine from their filth in order to bring 
back peace to the Arab homeland, (p. 48) 
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(Egyptian State Seal) 

The Ministry of Education and Instruction 

RELIGIOUS TEACHING 
Part One 

for first-year junior high school 
(Names of five authors) 


Cairo 

1966 
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‘They Harmed the Prophet’ 

The Jews of our time are the descendants of the Jews who harmed the Prophet 
Muhammad. They betrayed him, they broke the treaty with him and joined 
sides with his enemies to fight him.. .Today they are fighting the Arabs, 
(p. 93) 
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Printing rights reserved to the Ministry 
of Education and Instruction (Syria) 

BASIC SYNTAX AND SPELLING 
for fifth-year elementary school 


(Names of two authors) 


The Arab Youth Printing House 
1963 




Exercise: ‘We Shall Expel All the Jews’ 

Analyze the following sentences: 

1. The merchant himself travelled to the African continent. 

2. We shall expel all the Jews from the Arab countries. 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 
Department for School Curricula 
and Textbooks 

THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
for third-year high school (arts) 


by Dhukan al-Hindawi 
1964 

Printed by the Ministry of Education 
and Instruction in the Arab Legion’s 
Printing House 
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‘Beria—the Great Zionist Spy’ 

It transpires from the intrigues which were uncovered in various European 
and Asiatic countries in the years 1950-1960 that imperialist intelligence 
depends only on Jewish elements, some of which had the opportunity of 
obtaining ministerial and senior party posts in the countries where these ele¬ 
ments carried out espionage. The case of Beria, the Interior Minister of the 
USSR, who was executed in 1956 for being the greatest spy in Russia, is only 
one example of the Zionists’ intelligence octopus. Beria did not spy for the 
USA or England but for the object of World Zionism, (p. 41) 
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‘Force and Deceit’ 

Th c following passage, from the same book, is introduced as a quotation 
from the notorious anti-Jewish forgery, ‘Protocols oj the Elders of Zion : 

Whenever we (the Jews) find that the gaze of world public opinion is cast 
towards the truth, we must strive to divert it in a different direction. Our task 
is to prevent any serious and healthy consideration by inventing new objects. 
Another means of diverting the opinion of the public is by filling in their 
free time with all sorts of amusements and artistic entertaining and sports 
competitions. Our slogan is force and deceit and with these means we shall 
achieve our object without being deterred from using bribery, lies and trea¬ 
chery. We must unhesitatingly carry out the theft of property of others. (Ibid., 
p. 41) 
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‘Spread of Corruption-based on the Bible’ 

According to that recommendation (of the ‘Protocols'), the Zionists used the 
spread of corruption and decay as an objective and as a means. Precedents 
for this were found in the Bible... 

The Bible justified intercourse between the two spies and the harlot from 
Jericho. The Bible favoured this since it aided them in their task of espionage, 
which in turn helped Joshua to conquer the town . .. and, according to the 
instructions of the Elders of Zion, and to what is mentioned in the Bible, 
(he Zionists saw the spread of corruption and decay as an objective and as 
a means. (Ibid., p. 42) 
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‘Espionage—a Jewish Religious Tenet’ 

It is not surprising, therefore, that Zionism has made espionage its religion. 
It is nearly certain that Judaism is the only religion which has made a tenet of 
espionage and set up for this purpose rules and organizations. Zionism exploits 
references to espionage in the Bible in order to transform espionage into a so- 
called religious service carried out by the Zionists with deep religious fervour. 
(Ibid., p* 40) 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 
Department for School Curricula 
and Textbooks 

GENERAL HISTORY 
Ancient and Medieval Civilizations 

for second-year high school (arts) 

(Names of four authors) 

1964 

Printed by the Ministry of Education and 
Instruction in the Arab Legion’s Printing 
House 
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Attacks on God 

If you knew the attributes which they attributed to their God, those which 
they wanted and those which they have adorned Him with, then you would 
certainly be astounded. Jehovah, Lord of Hosts, Lord of Israel, commands 
them to smear their houses with sheep’s blood in order to save their sons and 
let the Egyptians perish. He is a God Who feels remorse for creating Adam 
and for setting Saul on the throne. He is blood-thirsty, fickle-minded, harsh 
and greedy. He is pleased with imposture and deceit. He is loquacious and is 
passionately fond of long speeches, (p. 67) 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Education and Instruction 
Department for School Curricula 
and Textbooks 

ISLAMIC TEACHING 

for the fifth-year junior school 


(Names of five authors) 




‘Jews Out — Since Land is Holy to the Moslems’ 

It is the obligation of the Moslems to guard this Holy Land and not to let 
the Jews stay in any part of the country, since it is holy for the Moslems. 

(p. 53) 
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... And This is the Outcome 

The result of this schooling for hatred is only too visible in recent developments 
in the Middle East. If ‘hatred is sacred 7 , as the Syrian Minister of Education 
docs not hesitate to proclaim, is it not also licence to murder and destroy ? 
These are the seeds that have borne the fruits of terror, destruction and war. 


Habbl Yohonan Ben Zakkai Synagogue in Old Jerusalem — before Jordanian occupation in 1948 (above) and 
as Israelis found it In 1967 (below) — one of dosens of Jewish houses of worship wilfully destroyed by Jordanians. 


1967: They Demand War 


Cairo, May 




















In the Arab Press 
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£ How to Use the Star of David’ 


Akhbar el - Tom 
Cairo, 3 June 1967 


Al-Manar 

Baghdad, 8 June 1967 
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Would You Like to Die by the 
Field Marshal’s Scissors? 

Roz el - Yussef 
Cairo, 5 June 1967 


The Barricades in Tel Aviv 

Al-Jundi al-Arabi 
Damascus, 6 June 1967 



The Armoured Forces of the Arab Countries in Action 


Al-Hayat 

Beirut, 31 May 1967 






















































